
If you have cryptocurrency assets with embedded gains, you may want to consider 

donating them to your Donor Advised Fund as part of your charitable giving strategy. MS 

GIFT offers a solution for existing donors to safely and securely contribute cryptocurrency 

assets and potentially receive an immediate tax benefit.

Transfers of Cryptocurrency (BTC, ETH) to MS 

GIFT Donor Advised Fund 

OVERVIEW: CRYPTO DONATIONS TO MS GIFT

MS GIFT Accepted 

cryptocurrencies 

• Bitcoin (BTC)

• Ethereum (ETH)

Acceptance / Date 

of Gift 

• Like the receipt of cash or another type of property, the acceptance date is typically the 

time when all rights and control of the assets have transferred. For donations of 

cryptocurrency, this is the date/time the transaction is confirmed on the blockchain.

IRS Requirements: 

Form 8283

• Donors who give more than $500 of cryptocurrency to MS GIFT generally must file the 

IRS Form 8283

• Donors who give $5,000 or more of cryptocurrency to MS GIFT are required to file the 

IRS Form 8283 and obtain an appraisal (donors are responsible for finding an appraiser 

following the contribution) 

Donation 

Management 

Platform 

• MS GIFT partners with Engiven, a donation management platform focused on providing 

individualized service for donors during the transfer of cryptocurrency to MS GIFT 

Exchange • Gemini (multi-currency) 

HOW IT WORKS

Donor initiates transfer via 

the Engiven platform, 

accessible from DFX 

(Donor Portal)  

1

Confirmations monitored on 

the blockchain2

Cryptocurrency sent for 

liquidation 3

USD Deposited in MS GIFT 

Account4

Proceeds are invested within 

the DAF’s selected advisory 

program

5
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1. Log into DFX (Donor Portal) hosted by existing third-party admin. You can access DFX through 

Morgan Stanley Online (MSO), Single Sign On.

2. Once in DFX, complete the “Donate Cryptocurrency” widget. You will be redirected to the Engiven 

supported webform. 

– Note: You will be required to fill out a questionnaire, which may trigger an escalation. You will 

be notified if any additional due diligence is required, and a team member will reach out to 

you. 

3. Engiven generates a unique public address to send the intended amount of cryptocurrency.

4. Within minutes of initiating the transfer, the Engiven platform will send you an IRS compliant 

contribution receipt indicating that you have successfully donated cryptocurrency to MS GIFT. 

– The donation receipt will contain a link for you to initiate the IRS Form 8283 workflow if 

desired1. This link is only provided for gifts with equivalent $USD value of ≥$500. 

If you have cryptocurrency assets with embedded gains, you may want to consider 

donating them to your Donor Advised Fund as part of your charitable giving strategy. MS 

GIFT offers a solution for existing donors to safely and securely contribute cryptocurrency 

assets and potentially receive an immediate tax benefit

STEPS TO TRANSFER CRYPTOCURRENCY TO MS GIFT 

Transfers of Cryptocurrency (BTC, ETH) to MS 

GIFT Donor Advised Fund 

1Donors are under no obligation to attain the Form 8283 from the link provided by Engiven 
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Transfers of Cryptocurrency (BTC, ETH) to MS 

GIFT Donor Advised Fund 

This material has been prepared for informational purposes only and cannot be distributed to members of the public. This material 

is not an offer to buy or sell or a solicitation of any offer to buy or sell any security or other financial instrument or to participate in 

any trading strategy. It is important that Financial Advisors and Private Wealth Advisors adhere to all Morgan Stanley Wealth 

Management solicitation policies and procedures.

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC (“Morgan Stanley”), its affiliates and Morgan Stanley Financial Advisors or Private Wealth 

Advisors do not provide tax or legal advice. Clients should consult their tax advisor for matters involving taxation and tax planning 

and their attorney for legal matters.

This material has been prepared without consideration of the investment objectives, risk tolerance or financial circumstances of any 

specific investor. Before making a recommendation, the Financial Advisor or Private Wealth Advisor, as applicable, must (i) have a 

reasonable basis for such a recommendation, (ii) take into account the client's circumstances, objectives and risk tolerance to 

ensure it is appropriate for the client, (iii) remind the client that Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC does not render advice on tax 

and tax accounting matters and urge the client to consult his/her personal tax and/or legal advisor to learn about any potential tax 

or other implications that may result from acting on a particular recommendation and (iv) inform the client of the risks applicable to 

the particular investment recommendation.

Asset allocation, diversification and rebalancing do not assure a profit or protect against loss. There may be a potential tax 

implication with a rebalancing strategy.

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC offers investment program services through a variety of investment programs, which are 

opened pursuant to written client agreements. Each program offers investment managers, funds and features that are not available 

in other programs; conversely, some investment managers, funds or investment strategies may be available in more than one 

program. Morgan Stanley’s investment advisory programs may require a minimum asset level and, depending on a client’s specific 

investment objectives and financial position, may not be appropriate for the client. Please see the applicable program disclosure 

document for more information, available at www.morganstanley.com/ADV

This material has been prepared for informational purposes only. It does not provide investment advice or any advice regarding the 

purchase and/or sale of any artwork. It has been prepared without regard to the individual financial circumstances and objectives of 

persons who receive it. It is not a recommendation to purchase or sell artwork nor is it to be used to value any artwork. Investors 

must independently evaluate particular artwork, artwork investments and strategies, and should seek the advice of an appropriate 

third-party advisor for assistance in that regard as Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC, its affiliates and Morgan Stanley Financial 

Advisors and Private Wealth Advisors do not provide advice on artwork. 

The Morgan Stanley Global Impact Funding Trust, Inc. (MS GIFT) is an organization described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986, as amended that sponsors a donor advised fund program. MS Global Impact Funding Trust (MS GIFT) is 

a donor advised fund. While we believe that MS GIFT provides a valuable philanthropic opportunity, contributions to MS GIFT are 

not appropriate for everyone. Other forms of charitable giving may be more appropriate depending on a donor’s specific situation. 

Of critical importance to any person considering making a donation to MS GIFT is the fact that any such donation is an irrevocable 

contribution. Although donors will have certain rights to make recommendations to MS GIFT as described in the Donor Circular & 

Disclosure Statement, contributions become the legal property of MS GIFT when donated. The Donor Circular & Disclosure 

Statement describes the risks, fees and expenses associated with establishing and maintaining an MS GIFT account. Donors 

should read it carefully before contributing. 

DISCLOSURES
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